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2 Daughters have dune wvirtuouſly, but 
thou excelleſt them all. 


= HE occaſion of this Sermon does require 
a ſubject ſuitable to it, A word in ſea- 
F es hgew good is it ! | | 
The education of poor children is no doubt the 
reateſt charity in the world ; the moſt accept- 
ble to God, and the moſt beneficial ra mankind. 
ſpecially of the daughters of the poor and needy, 
ho if left to themſclves and their neceſſitous 
arents, would be in effect left unto the wide 
orld ; expoſed too much to fin, and ſhame, 
{ Id ruin. It may be an infinite mercy to their 
e ſodies and ſouls to clothe them and ſchool them, 
e p prevent their going in rags, and their growing 
op in impudence; to guard them with modeſty, 
in Ind decency, and induſtry, and piety; the beſt 
ſe ortion in this life, and a treaſure laid up for the 
ord to come. | 
We meet now to promote this good work: 
a- Troſper thou the work in our hands, O Lord! O 
le, Froſper thou the bleſſed work Upon this occaſion 
* ink of theſe words of the wiſe Solomen, Many 
d, ug Hters have done virtuoiſiy, but thou excelleſt 
he em all. | 
my At the 10th ver. of this chapter, Solomon, who 
bat ere generally thought to be meant by King 
muel, is beginning the deſcription of a good 
ity d godly woman, a rare and incomparable 
vel; her price is far above rubies. He carries 
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on her character through all the accom pliſhments 
of chaſtity, induſtry, charity, diſcretion and 
piety ; and ſhe that has moſt of theſe nents 
does excel the reſt of her ſex, ſurpaſſes all: 
Solomon here ſeems to ſpeak to ſuch an — 
1 woman, Many daugbters, &c. 

Upon theſe words J intend plainly to recom- 
mend thoſe virtues and graces, thoſe endow- 
ments of the mind, that may help our daugh- 
ters to deſerve this excellent character of the 
text; under the qualifications here given by So- 
lomon, modeſty, meckneſs, induſtry and piety, 
which make up every thing that can be called 
prudence and diſcretion. 


I. Firſt, modeſty is the foundatidn of doing 


virtuouſly and becoming excellent. To this foun- 
dation of virtue and honour, Solomon alludes by 
ſaying, ver. 11. The heart of ber huſband doth 
ſafely truſt in her: No ſhadow for jealouſy, or the 
leaſt ſuſpicion, where modeſty admits no evil 
thoughts. Confidence and impudence ſit ill 
upon a maſculine face, but they are a much 
greater blot and reproach to the other ſex, whom 
nature deſigned to be more baſhful and reſerved. 


When God would repreſent Judab as his un- 


gracious daughter, he upbraids her with being 
unnatural, i. e. being bold and brazen in her 
countenance and carriage, Jer. iii. 3. a whore's 
forehead, refuſing to be aſhamed, as if modeſty and 
chaſtity were indeed inſeparable. While impu- 
dence and incontinence would go together. 

This female modeſty ſhould appear in the 
looks, in the language, and in the habit of our 


daughters. 
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Firſt, In their looks or conntenance, which is 
the firſt viſible ſeat of modeſty, tho? it muſt ariſe 
from an innocent heart, and a purity of mind, 
And indeed an innocent foul will have a modeſt 
look; and ſome guilt is betrayed in great aſſurance, 
Simplicity and integrity will ſhine” forth in the 
whole air of the face, and will give the ſweeteſt 
gracefulneſs, or trueſt beauty, to it. I fay, mo- 
deſty will give beauty; for after all the inventions 
of art, there is nothing ſo becoming as a modeſt y 
of nature, the want of which native beauty can 
never be repaired by any artificial helps. If there 
be a baldneſs to be read in any face, that diſ- 
figures the beſt features; like a cloud over the 
ſun, it intercepts the glory of it. 

Virtue is reſcrved and retired; they who! are 
we forward to ſhew themſelves, do but moſt 

expoſe them elves, Wicked Jezebel, in paint and 
pride, was looking out at the window, While 
ſcorn and fcandal came upon her; but Rebekah, 
the damſel. very fair to look upon, ſhe is deſcribed, 
Gen. xxiv. 65. as takiiig a ve, and covering ber 


face. 


Secondly, As modeſty muſt appear in the coun- 


tenance, ſo it muſt guide the 7ongue, and govern 


all the language of the virtucus daug bier. 

A forwardneſs of talk, and a multitude of 
words, is no advantage to the character of any 
perſon; no more than ſound is to an empty veſſcl, 
or the noiſe of waters to a ſhallow ſtream. Eſpe- 


cially in women, whoſe greateſt reproach in the 


apoſtle*s cenſure of them, was to be tatlers, and 
uy bodies. He recommended few words nr 
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with diſcretion, and to know when to have ſaic 
enough, and when to be ſilent; ſays he, 1 77 
ii. 11. Let tbe woman learn in ſilence. And again 
V. 12. Not to uſurp authority, but to be in ſilen 
Prudence does mightily appear in this ſort o 
. patience, not to be eaſily. provoked, nor raſh] 
and loudly to anſwer again; but by ſober thought 
to command their own paſſion, and by ſoft word 
turn away the wrath of others. 

In this modeſty of the tongue, it ought no 
to be imagined, that our young women ſay an 
thing rude or indecent. Filthy communicatio: 
- ought not to proceed out of any mouth, no noi 
. of the boldeſt men; in them it is a rude and bru 

tiſh liberty: But in the other ſex, eſpecially i 
the younger ſort, any manner of looſe and Jigh 
: diſcourſe. is indecent and unſufferable. They mu 
not expreſs their ſenſe of ſuch things, but 1 
. bluſhes at the unwilling apprehenſion of them 

To all women profeſſing godlineſs, i. e. profeſſing 
themſclves chriſtians, there muſt be, in the apo 
ſtle's advice, a very chaſte converſation, couple, 
with fear, the fear of ſpeaking an unſeemly word 
. No fooliſh talking or jeſting,whichare not convenienty' 
1. e. are yery.indecorous, and very unbecoming. ff 
Thirdly, There is a modeſty in habit and ap 
parel, as well as in the countenance and language 
of the virtuous daughter. | 
| Habit and apparel are to ſerve not only for : 
_ neceſſary covering, but even for a ſuitable orna 
ment to all people, and to diſtinguilh their de 
gtee and condition in the world. And therefor: 
the rule of decency is the ſuitable condition of e 
very perſon: When any exceed or go beyond 


8 


* 


eee . . ee 3? 


8 


nd £@ a4 


_ . 0” , 


— 


"The Excellent DAuHTIR. 7 
their conditjon, it is ſo far pride and extrava- 
gance, or at leaſt vanity and indiſcretion. 

This adapting of cloaths to the condition 
of thoſe that wear them, ought more eſpecially to 
be the care and caution of our younger women. 

How expreſs was the apoſtle in commanding, 1 
Tim. ii. 9. that women adorn themſelves in modeſ# 
apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and ſobriety, not with 
toſtly array. And another apoſtle preſcribes the 

no - ſame rule of decency and agreeableneſs, 1 Pez. 
nf ni. 3. Whoſe adorning, let it net be ſo much that 
40] outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
no wearing of gold, and putting on apparel, but let 
ru it be the hidden man of the heart, i.e. cleanneſs 
I} and humility, That apoſtle goes on to intimate, 
gh ttiat che fond gaiety of modes and faſhions is but 
ulY an innovation of the latter times, a cortuption 
in in good manners; whereas, ntatne(s and plaih- 
mi neſs were a better ornament in former ages, ver. g. 
ing For after this manner, in old limes, the Bol) women 
pof © alſo who truſted in God, adorned tbemſelves. 
% And indeed there is a greater ornament in the 
rd © apparel that is ſuitable, ' than in that which is ex- 
1 ceeding. The wiſe man implits that as a jewel in 
g. a ſwine's ſnout makes but an odd and contempri- 
ble figure, fo does any gaudy ſhow upon 322 
gy woman without diſcretiun; upon any that are ha- 
Ibited above their birth and condition in the world. 
rA natural neatneſs is more becoming than any 
nal borrowed luſtre; for this reaſon, the 7:\res of the 
ge Feld exceed all the paint and varniſhes of art: and 
or] by reaſon of the native ſimplicity of the whi 
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in the lilies, Chriſt ſays, that Solomon, in all bi 
glory, was not arrayed like one of theſe. 
A plain and unaffected neatneſs I may well call 


a modeſty of apparet ; for it is the greateſt ſign and 
token of a modeſt mind. Our wiſe man in theſe 


proverbs, ch. vii. 10. condemns exceſſive finery, 


as the attire of an barlot: and in this chapter 


with the text, commends the virtuous woman for 


, 
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letting her apparel be chiefly the work of her 
own hands; ver.22. She maketh herſelf coverings 
of tapeſtry, her clothing is filk and purple. 
Let thus much ſuffice for the firſt accompliſh- 
ment of the virtuous daughter; modeſty in her coun- 
tenance, in her language, and in her apparel. 
II. The next accompliſhment of the virtuous 
daughter, is meekneſs and quietneſs of temper. 
A rough and turbulent diſpoſition is a blemiſh 


even in men, is a ſort of want of humanity : every 


8 3 
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churl is in reſemblance a brute : but rigidneſs and 
furious violence is more unnatural in our daugh- 
ters than in our ſons. Hence tho? calmneſs and 
gentleneſs are recommended to all chriſtians in 


.commoen, yet they are more eſpecially enjoined to 


women, as a peculiar, ornament to their ſex, In 
1 Pet. iii. 4. there is ſomething preferred: before 


gold and je wels; ſomething more precious and 
charming, that is, -e ornament of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit, which is, in the fight of God, of great price, 


Our oracle of the text, Solomon, maketh noi- 


. ſineſs to be the ſure ſign. of indiſcretion; ſays he, 
Prov. ix. 13. A fooliſh waman is clamorous, ſbe is 


* 


Aimple, and he 7 plavi her elſewhere as unfit for 


ſociety, and intolerable, Pr. xxv. 24. no dwelling 


- witha brawling woman. But when he comes here 
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to give the character of an excellent daughter, he 
maketh her crown of glory to be a meek, mild, 
and prudent converſation, ver. 6. Sbe openeth her 
mouth with wiſdom, and in ber tongue is the law 
of kindneſs, i. e. no wrath or bitterneſs, | 

By this calm and quiet diſpoſition, we do not 
mean a ſoftneſs or ſtupidity of mind, untouched 
and unconcerned: no, meekneſs is a virtue that 
does not want ſenſe, and even quickneſs of ap- 
prehenſion; but it ſubdueth every angry thought, 
it ſoppreſſeth every idle word; it refraineth from 
wralb, and it lettelh go diſpleaſure it is ankd; mo- 
derate, calm, and cool. 

By what courteous and pie wid did 
diſcreet Abigail: ſtop and turn aſide the fury of 
David, when incenſed againſt her churliſh hu 
band Nabal, and coming to execute revenge up- 
on him, 1 Sam. xxv. 24. when with the beſt ad- 
drefles of humility. and. modeſty ſhe fell at his 
feet, and ſaid, Upon me, my Lord, upon me let this 
iniquity be, and let thine handmaid ſpeak in thy au- 
dience, and hear the words of thine bandmaid; and 
ſo on, with ſo much ſoftneſs and ſweetneſs, thab 
ſhe reconciled his anger, and made him bleſs her 
tor keeping him from ſhedding blood. 144 
And indeed, ſuch -a' diſcreet flexible tempeyp 
would pacify any man who is not a brute; where- 
as harſhneſs and ſtiffneſs. do but harden the heart, 
and alienate the affections of men. #3 7,304 

We would do well to conſider the danger of 
many of our daughters proving unhappy in their. 
marriage on this account., It they were taught ta 
know how: t0' comply with the en mere and ey 
* 128 A 5 44 H: vos a 
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ven with the infirmities of a huſband ; this woulc 
make peace, and ſoften a hard heart; as wax melt 
eth, and even flint runneth, by the fire. But 
they are always diſputing and contending, thi 
does but exaſperate and provoke, does but tear 
n old wounds and inflict new, does but make a 
divided houſe and a miſerable life; all for want o 

that mee k neſs and quĩetneſs that ought to be the 
good accompliſhment of every virtuous daughter. 

HI. To thoſe other good properties muſt be 
added induſtry, and a love of proper buſineſs. 

By the courteſy of our land, women are exe mpt- 
ed from many of the fatigues and worldly toils, 
to which they are ſubject by more tyrannous uſe 
and cuſtom in other countries. But this exemp- 
tion from the coarſer works is not to indulge 
them in ſlothſulneſs and idle living: They have 
eaſier and more ſuitable taſks allotted to them, of 
making, mending, preſerving, improving, turn- 
ing a hand to any thing that ſhall help to govern 
or to ſerve a family. | 

The daughters muſt be accuſtomed to theſe 
duties, theſe pleaſures of work, and ſuitable 
employ : I fay pleaſures, for nothing is more 
grateful to an ingenious mind than to be well 
employed: no penance, one would think, greater, 
than to have nothing to do. 

If there be any that cannot make it their ek 
ſure, they ought however to eſteenr it their duty. 
For it is not only ſtrictly enjoined to all chriſti- 
ans, 10 fudy to be quiet and to do their own bufi- 
neſs ;, but it is more eſpecially charged upon 
younger women, that they guide the houſe, or help 
to govern the family, giving #2 occaſion, ſays the 


a aww A  —- 4A ea A 


_—_ ww tld 6 a. 


4 


" The Excellent DPA Von 1ER. I 


apoſtle, ro the adverſary vo Jpeak yebrotebfiilly\i.e. 
the heathens would have reproached' chriſtianity, 


if the chriſtian women had been fuffered to ve 
in idleneſs and pride. | 

Hence the widows were not to be reckoned '4s 
widows indeed, were to have no reſpect dr relief, 


unleſs, as 1 Tim. v. 10. they were well reported of 


for good works, had brought up children, had lodged 


rangers, had waſhed the ſaints feet, had relieved 


the afflitted; and had diligently followed every good 
work. He would have thoſe widows to be rejected, 
who had been idle; giving a reaſon, that idleneſs 
would have a great many other faults going a- 
long with it; when they learn to be idle, they 
are, ſays he, not only idle, but tatlers alſo, 'and 
buſy bodies, ſpeaking things which they vught not. 

There is a worle conſequence of idſeneſs in 
young women: they ſeek ill company, and run 
upon temptations, and expoſe themſelves to dan- 
ger, and to the opportunities of folly, and ſin, and 
dear repentance. How came Dinab to loſe her 
virtue and honour, but by wandering abroad? or 
as Gen. xxxiv. 1. going out to ſee the daupbters 
of the land. Her keeping at home to proper 
buſineſs had ſaved her from pollution and infamy, 
and many families from blood and ruin, 

But ſuch is the way of rhe harlot, Prov. vil. il. 
Her feet abide not in ber bouſe; n«« is ſhe without, 
now in the ſtreets, and lieth in wait in eotry cornty. 
Idleneſs and honeſty can hardly dwell together ; 
ſome ſpare time, or ſome ill place, ſhall offer'a 
temptation hard to be reſiſted.  _ 

For this teaſon Solomon, in this character off 
virtuous daughter, enlarges more upon her andi 
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though a woman of wealth and honour, tor ver.21. 
Her bouſhald were clothed with ſcarlet, and her own 
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try than upon any other quality. He repreſents 
her and her whole family to be well employed, 


clothing was filk and purple, and her buſband ſat 
among the elders or nobles of the land; yet ſhe made 


working not to be her neceſſity, but her choice; 


ver. 13. 
. willingly with her hands. 


She ſee eth wool and flax, and worketh 
She riſeth alſo while it 


is night, and. giveth to her houſhold, and a Por- 


x 


tion to her maidens. She looketh well to the ways 


of her houſhold, and eateth not the bread of idleneſs, 


and ſo with many other tokens of frugality, and 


induſtry. 


The concluſion of all is again with 


theſe virtues; Give her of the fruit of ber hands, 
and let her own works praiſe her in the gates. 


1 


So fine a deſcription of a good woman, that I 
earneſtly recommend this laſt chapter of the Pro- 
_verbs, from che 10th v. to the end; I recommend 


it to all mothers and miſtreſſes, to teach it to be 


read, and learned by heart. by their daughters, 

and all little maidens committed to their charge. 
IV. The laſt endowment of the virtuous daugh- 

ter, and that which crowns all the reſt, is pies) 


and devotion. 


A religious frame of ſpirit, and a conſcientious 
practice of godlineſs; this muſt adorn, and com- 
plete all other. virtues. and graces, and make the 
daughter more excelling. For without this, no 
other talent of body or mind can be a true ac- 
compliſhment. | 1 

Thoſe endownlenzs: we before CIR oF muſt 
de ſanctified by religion, or elſe they may be uſe- 
els, 0 perhaps Famous, com mon or unclean: 
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Hirſt, Modeſty, without a principle of conſcience, 
may be baſnfulneſs unbred, or great natural wer. 


mity, that time and temptations may Wear away, 
unleſs there be the fear of God before the modeſt 
eyes; and then indeed, like the chaſtity of Joſepb, 
it can reſiſt importunity, and give a firm denial 
in his unanſwerable words, How can 1 commit this 
great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God? | 
Secondly, Meekneſs and quietneſs of mind, „wich- 
out religion, may be no better than a ſoftneſs or 
heavineſs of temper; or at beſt, will ſoon dege- 
nerate into a meer paſſive humour, heedleſs and 
careleſs of all concerns. It is conſcience, and the 
fear of God, that maketh meekneſs.to be not barely 
a humour, but a choſen virtue, and a Chriſtian 
grace. 
II So Thirdly, Induſtry and diligence. if they are 
I never ſo great in profane and irreligious women, 
1 | what are they but art and craft, and the ſordid 
e | humour of a worldly, mind, addicted to filthy 
» lucre, and ſo condemned to drudgery and. toil. 
But diligence is then the virtue, . when it ſprings 
from a ſenſe of duty, and is chiefly conſecrated to 
y the ſervice of God; then the devout woman will 
not, like Martha, be altogether cumbered about 
s | much ſerving, but will, with Mary, mind the:one 
hing neceſſary, and will, with her, wiſely chuſe 
e ¶ the better part. | 
0 In ſhort, impiety 3 profaneneſs in any 
¶ daughter will but expoſe the natural endowments, 
and will taint and corrupt all the moral virtues 
t in her. Without grace there can be very little 
- goodnefs. And therefore for reputation, and for 
. conſcience-ſake, all virgins ſhould be early i 
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ented to God, and from children be bred vp Ich. 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, that th bo: 
may grow up into women profeſſing 'godlineſs, H in 
nourable women. Let them be well inſtructed Y to! 
the principles of religion, well 'acquainted wi. 


the ſeriptures, well read in other pious practi 
-*bboks, exerciſed in a conſtant courſe of priva 
and publick prayer, attentive to the word Qi 
God, melodious in pſalms and hymns, and : 
laſt frequent receivers of the bleſſed ſacrament. th 
There may be hypocriſy and deceit, but I thi 
daugbter truly conſcientious cannot but be good iff he 
every relation, muſt needs be an obedient child, | th 
(diſcreet young woman, an affectionate wife, | i 
tender mother, a kind miſtreſs, a uſefnl neigh 
bour, and a faithful friend. While profaneneff ed 
will turn and taint her in all refpe&s, will be ap ni 
to make her diſobedient to parents, diſagtreeablſ gc 
in a ſtate of matrimony, uneaſy to her family, an 
perhaps unnatural to her own children, It is ſq th 
that in the breeding of daughters, the fear of Ge na 
i the beginning of wiſdom, 'and irreligion is thſ be 
root of all other evil and folly. And therefor fe: 
it is, that in Sclomon's character of an excellenf to 
daughter, religion comes in to grace all the othe 
virtues, and to adorn beauty, and ſanctify love 
in the verſe following the text, Favour is decei 
ful, and beauty is vain; but a woman that fear 
eib the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 
I have no time to hint at any other accompliſh 
ments of the virtuous daughter, nor to enlarg 
upon thoſe I have ſpoken of, which do certain 
1 rehend all others. Modeſty and meekneſs 
and induſtry, and piety, whoſo is endowed wit 
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D theſe,” her price is far above rubies : frengtb and 
he banour hall be her clonbing, and iſbe ſhall rejoiccin 
ine to come. And in the n eds be- 
tore our text, her children ſball ariſe upand al her 
vi * ber huſband alſo, and bea praiſe ber. 
ic} Ando the applicationof this diſcourſe ought 

-2 to turn to the occaſion of it; the charita ble clotk - 
ing and ſchooling of the poorer girls of this pariſh, ' 
As to the great benefit of Charity - ſchools, and | 
t. the great obligations to maintain and promote 
t them: theſe are truths which ye have frequently 
qi heard, and I hope are abundantly convinced of 
1, | them. What I ſhall now obſerve is with more 
„immediate reference to the text, and what has 
gh been delivered on it; by ſhe wing briefly, that this 
gef education of poor girls very much helps to fur- 
ap niſh them with all thoſe virtues and graees that 
bly go to the accompliſhing of an excellent da: a 
and Fit, Modeſty: this virtue is indeed natural to 
off their ſex, yet ill breeding is apt to take away that 
60 natural ſenſe of ſhame, and to harden them in 
thi boldneſs and impudence, till theſe become their 
or ſecond nature, ſtronger: than their firſt, We ſee 
en too many examples of ſuch poor young creatures, 
hel who, for want of ſchooling, are left to rove and 
ramble in the ſtreets, till in idleneſs and rags, by 
lying and ſtealing, they get ſuch a habit of confi- 
dence, that they are aſhamed of nothing, and are 
as ready to tempt others, as to be inticed by them. 
This danger is very much prevented by our 
charity ſchools, where the innate n is kept 
up in all thoſe reſpects I mentioned. 
Firſt, The modeſty of - countenance : they are 
taught to be aſhamed gf their faults, and/to'bluſh 
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at the charge and confeſſion of them: they dare 
not tell lyes and ſtand out in them, which is the 
fizſt foundation of impudence in children, to bra- 
ten out a lye, and never to 1 nne 
when charged with it. 

Ceconuſy, Modeſty of Jangiiage will bo certainly 
preſerved in our charity- ſchools. It is lamentable 
to fees; how ſome poor girls get _ a' habit of 
naughty words, rude. and ugly exprefſions, ſo 
unſeemly to a virgin ſtate, — would think 
they had changed ſexes, and even human nature, 
uſing ſuch filthy beaſtly language. But in theſe 


„ no ill word is ſuffered to drop 


from them without reproof; they are taught 
when to ſpeak, and when to be filent, to give no 
offence, and even to mean no harm. 

| # ae ap Madeſty of apparel: it is ſhameful 
to ſee ſo many poor girls about our ſtreets in filthi- 
neſs. and rags: it is not altogether owing to the 
neceſlity of their parents, but, I doubt, to their 
negligence; otherwiſe, the meaneſt and the coarſ- 
eſt dreſs might be kept ſomewhat near and whole. 
However it is, an ill dreſs is apt to paſs into ill 
manners; to be looſe and naſty in the outward 
clothing inclines toward making a diſſolute 
mind, and a proſtituted body. This danger like- 
wiſe is prevented i in our charity- ſchools, where 
proviſion is made for clothing them decently, 
and keeping thoſe clothes neatly; ſo as they 
muſt make a good and comely appearance, if it 

not their mothers fault, in the light of their 
miſtreſſes and benefactors. 

But in the ſecond place, meekneſs, as well. as 
made. „ and im * in our method 
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of charity-ſchools. Want of good education is 
apt enough to make the daughters of the poor 
foul-mouth'd and noiſy creatures, brawling and 
contending for every trifle, impatient, fierce, and 
heady. But the children in our ſchools are weaned 
„ from this hrutiſnneſs, are taught to hold their 
peace and be ſtill, not anſwering again for ſtrife, 
but giving ſoft words to turn away wrath. 
»| The third property I mentioned of a virtuous 
daughter, was induſtry, and love of buſineſs. It 
is a wretched ſight to ſee young wpipen bred up 
« [to idleneſs, to lingering and rambling, and ſeck- 
ping out temptations. This evil is in great meaſure 
t {remedied in our charity-ſchools, where they are 
o taught to keep within, and yet to have none of 
that time lying on their hands, but to employ it 
lia reading and working, to be made capable of 
doing good in their generation, 
e But laſtly, In vain were all other advantages, 
ir if this education did not give them the cloſe and 
crown of all, piety and religion. How deplorable 
>. Ito obſcrve, that many thouſands of poor girls 
11 Hhave been bred up in a heatheniſh way; not a 
d Word of a catechiſm, nor a letter in a book H ig 
te Inorant, vicious, miſerable. Our charity-ſchools 
prevent this fatal miſcarriage; the children are 
here taught to offer up prayers to God, and to 
ſing praiſes to him, to read the Holy Scriptures, 
to rehearſe the Creed and Commandments; to 
anſwer in the Church- catechiſm; and to uſe their 
Common-prayer-book; which, whatever prejudices 
ſome may have againſt it, is, next to the ſcrip- 
1 tures, the beſt rule of life and converſation. It 
is fo, that to read and underſtand all the offices 
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ia that 350k; will inſtru& them in their baptiſm, I ch. 


their confirmation, in their Lord's ſupper, in ® 
ſtate of matrimony, in that of child- bearing, a 
how to behave in a time of ſickneſs, and at t in 


hour of death, to be well prepared for a day « 
judgment. * 

I cannot but think theſe charity ſchools will t 
great nurſeries of found religion. From hene 


will come forth into the church of God many | 

- \modeſt Rebekah, a devout Hannah, a wiſe Eſthe b 

tan induſtrious Martha, an humble pious Ma 4 
E 


- a credit to their own age, and a bleſſing to po 
terity: Provided you continue your kind ſub U 
» ſeriptions and contributions to them. If yo} 4 
«withhold your hands, you pull down your o-] b 
work, or rather- the work of God; ye help t 
i-overthrow the beſt ſoundations in the world. Ofl: © 
be guilty of no avarice, no facrilege, no robbing. 15 
God of the ſouls of theſe poor children. le 
Whatever you give at other times, add ſomq 
What now the /a/ents you can afford, or the mig: t 
that God will accept: he abhorreth the hard hea n 
and ithe empty hand. The womem Are more eſpq © 
- Fially concerned in theſe objects of charity, i © 
: juſtice to their ſex, In the character of the vi b 
tuous woman, here given, it is not forgotteq © 
ver. 20. that he ftretebetb out ber hand to tt 
2 yea, be reacheth forth ber hands (bot 4 
ohands) 4 1he needy. 7 
Behold, this is a charity great and compreher < 
: ſive Ia charity to the whole nation, to prevel 8 
( 
t 


- theſe children from growing up in looſeneſs an 
fooliſhneſs, to be the burden and the ſcandal oF * 
their chriſtian country: on the contrary, to ma 
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them uſeful in their generation, and perhaps the 
ornament of the age they (hall flouriſh in. 

A charity to this populous city, to hinder ſo 
many innocent creatures from the ſhame of ſeek- 
ing in the ſtreets, or abſconding in ill houſes, and 
to train them up to be ſober ſervants, till they 
are worthy to be happy wives and holy mothers. 

A charity to this pariſh where they are born, 
not only by eaſing it of ſome preſent charge, 
but by providing againſt a future burden on it. 
For if theſe poor ſouls ſhould be left altogether 
expos'd to ignorance and vice, they might grow 
up a common nuſance to their places of abode, 
and might entail upon you a new generation of 


beggars, or worſe creatures. 


A charity to, families; to thoſe; poor families 


out of which theſe children are taken, where there 


is little proviſion for their hodies, and, I doubt, 
leſs for their minds and ſouls. - A charity to thoſe 
good families into. which they ſhall. be hereafter 


| tranſplanted, for. cleanly, chaſte, and fait hful 


maid- ſervants. And. in time a, charity to their 
own families, when by God's bleſſing they eome 


to be well-diſpos'd of in the world, to govern 


houſes of their o], and to bring up- their on 
children in a like fear of the Lord, | 

I need not preſs arguments, would only leave 
a bleſſing. They who now give to this excellent 
charity, God accept, them!] God reward them 
God proſper them with, all the bleſſings of this 
world, and of the world to come! And if there 
be any untouched and indiſpoſed toigive, : I pray 
God. inflict no curſe. upon them, but melt doun 


their hearts againſt ſome other time. Nay, but let 
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few go away without the bleſſing: If there be a; 
conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if « 
Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercie 
fulfil ye my joy, and be like minded, to help edu 

cate, to help ſave theſe little ones. 
Th God, the Father of them and us, his only Son 
our common Redeemer, and to the Holy Gho 
be aſcribed all honour and glory. Amen. 


aus 


PF 


The DUTY of Da UuAHT ERA 
Firft Leſſon. Of Mops rv. en 


Muſt begin with modeſty, becauſe nature has nd 
laid this foundation of all virtue and goodneſy] 5 
in our ſex. Nothing is more unnatural in a virgin 
than boldneſs of look, rudeneſs in talk, and loofe# 
- neſs in behaviour. It will be ſhameful and ſcan 
© dalous for me to be thought a confident young 
creature; it may hinder my fortune, and ſtain m 
reputation; it will give an offence to God, anc 
- diſtaſte to all the good and wiſe part of mankind 
Iwill endeavour therefore to keep up the ſenſe 
and figns of modeſty in my countenance, in m 
converſation, and in my habit. 
Firſt; In my countenance: Tobe a little reſerv'd 
- anddecently composꝰd, betraying no evil thoughts 
in my own heart, and giving no occaſion of offence 
to others, but ſhe wing a diſpleaſure at every inde 
cent word, and every confident” look; the molt 
natural beauty i is in bluſhes and a baſhful air. No 
thing would disfigure me more than to be bold 
and brazen- faced. The range woman (that is, tha 
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aughty woman) is by Solomon deſcribed, with an 
Wnpudent face, Prov. vii. 13. But by the apoſtle's 
dvice, 1 Tim. ii. g. all cbriſtian women ſhould be 
dorned with ſbame facedneſi and ſobriety. Rebekab, 

t the ſight of ſtrangers, cook @ veil, aud covered 
1 eh Gen. xxiv. 65. In the primitive church 
„The aged women were to teach the young women 
o be ſober, diſcreet, chaſte, and good, Tit. ii. 3. 

Secondly, I muſt be modeſt in my converſation, - 
ot forward to talk, but rather anſwering than 
king queſtions, ſpeaking with reſpect and due 
egard to the company, and knowing when to be 
lent. St Paul does repreſent it as à great re- 
roach in women to be tatlers, and buſy-bodies, 
Ind [peaking things which they ought not, I Tin. v. 
$3. He adviſed them rather to earn in ſilence with © 
/ ſubjeFion, or modeſt ſubmiſſion, 1 Yum. ii. 11. 
[ beirchaſte converſation was to becoupled with fear, 
he fear of offending, 1 Pet. 111.2. It is my duty 
nd my credit to obtain the good character of the 
irtuous daughter, opened ber mouth with wiſ- 
om, and in her tongue was the lawof kindneſs, that 
s, of civility, and inoffenſive itcourle, Prov. 
xxi. 20, 

Thirdly, L muſt be en in my habit and ap- 
arel, which ought to be ſuitable to the condition 
f my parents, and my own age and birth, and 
Preſent ſtate of life, chuſing rather to go beneath 
oſe circumſtances than to exceed them. Plains 
eſs and neatneſs. are much more becoming than 
nery and affected ſhew.. The lily of the field, in 
$ ſimple native-dreſs,,exceeded Solomon in all his 
ory, By the rule of chriſtianity wwomer were to 
orn themſelves in modeſt apparel, not wuh broi- 


e 


u 


Ic 


he 
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Adierad hair, or gold, or pearl, or cuſtiy array, i Tim. 

ii. 9. To go with pride and vanity is very ſuſpi- | 

cious, it is called the athire off an barlot, Prov. vii. 

10. The women of conſeienee and honour had 
their adarning, which did. not conſiſt in that out- 
ward adorning, but in the hidden mam of the heart, 
1 Pet. i. 3,4. Nothing will fer better upon me 
than the work of my own: hands: the excellent 

daughter is by Solomon deſctibed as making her- 
ſelf coverings and clothing, Prov. xxxi. 22. 


Second Leſſon. Of MEEKNEss. 


Muſt learn to be of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
not uneaſy and impatient, not fretful and pee- 
viſh, hut of an even ſteady mind; and fo to com- 
mand myſelf, as not to be put into a paſſion or “ 
diſorder by any little accident, or by any provo- F 
cation whatſoever. Nothing is fo unſeemly and ſo f. 
diſobliging as anger and furious wrath: it disfi- * 
gow the countenance, and diſcompoſes the whole a 
rame of ſoul and body. It is a ſure fign of weak- | ' 
neſs and folly to be forward and haſty, to ſpeak . 
unadviſedly, and to be tranſported with heat and 
paſſion. Solomon well obſerves, that a fooli/h wo- . 
man ii clamoreus, ſbe is fimple, Prov. ix. 13. And 
the woman of ill fame has the character of being 
loud and ſtubborn, Prov. vii. 11. Such a one is 
not fit for ſociety ;, (he is a burden and a diſturb- 
ance to all company; the contentions of ſuch a one 
are as a coutinual dropping, Prov. xix. 24. 

A prudent woman gaverneth her paſſions with 
a gentle air, and guiderh her words with diſcretion. 
She knoweth how to contain her own rcſentments, 
and by a ,t anſwer to turn away the wratb ot o- 


The Excellent DA uo HT EBS. 23 


ers. Such a calm and mild temper would be the 
Nreateſt grace and ornament, to me. The apoſtie 
N er this in ward adorning as beyond gold 
d. coſtly apparel, even the ornament of a — and 
les ſpirit, which is, in the fight of God, of great 
rice, 1 Pet. iii. 4., This was the richeſt jewel of 
ur ſex in former generations; for after this man- 
er, in the old time, the boly women alſo, cobo truſt- 
in God, adorned themſelves.. 

The meek, Abigail diſpens'd with.the.churliſh« 
eſs of Nabal, and pacified the wrath. of David, 
nd brought a bleſſing on her family. Holy. 
ary, the mother of Jeſus, ſet me an example of 
umility.,and, meekneſs in that ſweet, anthem : 
ly ſoul deth magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit. hath 
. in God my Saviour; for be. bath regarded 
e low gase of bis band-maiden.— He bath ſcat- 
9 — the proud in the imagination of their hearts, 
e bath put down the mighty from their. ſeats, ane > 
a xalted them of low. degree. 


Third Leſſon. Of INDUSTRY. 


Muſt remember that we are all born to do 
good in our generation, to be uſeful and fer- 
iceable in the world. Our ſex was eſpecially. 
reated for a help-meet for others; not for a trou- 
le only, and a burden to them. The very in- 
Qs are good examples of a natural love of in- 
ſtry and forecaſt ; the laborious ant, and the 
ligent bee; nothing more contemptible than the 
Ile drone, that would live upon the ſweet of - 
thers labour. 

It may be God's. providence that Lſhould work. 
Ir my living: but however, if working be not 


„ 


— 
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my. neceſſity, it may be my choice and my pleaynom 
ſure. It will be a pleaſure and a delight to me rdffi 7 
be ſuitably employed, for myſelf, or for my friends to 
It would be a burden to have time lying on mydau 
hands, it would be a grievous penance to have no- qua 
thing to do. Every hour can offer me ſome proper He 
buſineſs, to pray, to read, to make, to mend, to 
learn, to teach, to order, to help, to turn my eye 
and hand to every thing that is fit and uſeſul to be 
done. A dreaming, unactive life is to ſleep while} 
we are waking, is to die while we are alive; forſcov 
ſo the apoſtle expreſly ſaith, She that liveth inple. 
pleaſure is dead while ſhe liveth, 1 Tim. v. 6. [wel 
The ſame good apoſtle would have younger [be 
women ſo bred, that they may be able 2 guide [han 
the houſe; that is, to govern a family, and help] £< 
to maintain it and ſupport it. He would have no |wo' 
widow regarded, but one well reported of for good [on 
works, for bringing up children, tor doing, many 
other good offices, and even fer having diligently 
followed every good wor. He ſpeaks with great 
indignation of thoſe women who /earn to be idle, 
becauſe he knew that idleneſ would bring a great 
many other faults and miſchiefs along with it: 
ſuch as wandring about from houſe to houſe,and C 
not only idle, but tatlers a'ſo, ſpeaking things which 
they ougbt not, 1 Tim. v. 1123. in 
I hear id/eneſs has been the ruin of many young fas 
women, by turning their heads to vanity and is 
pride, and by expoſing them to many temptations [kir 
ofifolly and fin, It was fo with Dinab, rambling 
abroad till ſhe brought home ſhame and ſorrow, 
Gen:xXxiv.1.Suchis the harlot's way, Prov. vil. 11, 
Her feat abide not in ber houſe, now ſhe is with:ut, 
neW ; 


* 
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% in the ſtreets, and lieth in wait in every corner. 
A virtuous woman can always find ſomewhat 
to do. When Solomon deſcribed the excellent 
daughter, he made induſtry to be one of her beſt 
qualities: Prov. xxxi. 12. She is doing good all 
ri be days of her life ; ſhe ſeeketh wool and flax, and 
worketh willingly with her hands. She is like 
merchant ſhips, ſhe bringeth her food from 
far. She layeth her hands to. the ſpindle, and 
ber hands hold the diſtaff. She maketh berſelf 
coverings of tapeſtry, and clothing of filk and pur- 
'n|ple. She maketh fine linen and girdles. She looketh 
well to the ways of her houſhold, and eateth not 
*r [tbe bread of idleneſs. She has the fruit of her 
le hands, and her 6w0n works praiſe her in the gates. 
p Such a good name would be precious to me, 
o would gain me the love and eſteem of all 

d Hons. What an honour was it to Tabitha, to be 
y Jreported a woman full of good works, Acts ix. 36. 
ly Jand after her death to have the widows ſtanding 
at Iby her body weeping,and ſhewing the coats and gar- 
, nents which ſhe made while ſhe was with them? 


Fourth Leſſon. Of Cn ARiTy. 


d (CHarity muſt be the crown of the other virtues; 
h I muſt be ready and willing to pity others 

in want and diſtreſs, and to relieve them as far 
g fas opportunity and my ability will ſerve. This 
is true goodneſs of nature, to be tender and 
indly affectioned towards others; to have eyes 
pf pity, and bowels of compaſſion; to incline 
pur heart, and to ſtretch forth our hand, where- 


ever we mect an object of charity. 


9 
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chuſe to give it to thoſe whom I know to be rea 


to allot ſomewhat to charitable uſes out of m 


Nothing more unnatural in human-creatures{gh 
than to have a hard heart, and a narrow ſoul Sm; 
eſpecially in us chriſtians, nothing more prof] ax 
fane and irreligious, than to be ſo worldly-mind4 a 
ed, as to have ſelf- love only, without the love of4ja 
God, and of our neighbour. for 
It may not be always in my power to give mo ſhe 
ney or other relief to all that aſk me, for I mu 
give nothing but what is properly my. own tc 
give; and I muſt conſider that many commo 
beggars do not much want it, and do very little 
deſerve it. My charity ſhould be always out of 
that which is at my own diſpoſal ; and I woulc 


and worthy objects of it: And I ſhould be glac 


own handy-works, that I might ſo follow the 
apoſtle*s direction, of labouring and working 
with my hands the thing which is good, that 
may have to give to them that need, Eph. iv. 28. 

I would exclude no true object of charity, 
occaſion ſerves, but I would prefer one befor 
moſt others; I mean the Charity. ſchaols, where 
in the children of the poor are fo decent]: 
clothed, and ſo well bred up in learning, virtue 
and religion, 

Nothing ſo acceptable to God Almighty as 
charitable diſpoſition, ready to diſtribute, willin 
to communicate: Charity is the greateſt of chri 
tian graces; charity covereth a multitude of ſins 

This virtue is the more expected in our ſex, : 
our nature is more inclinable to pity and co 
paſſion. The holy women of old became devs 
and honourable, by their liberality and bounty t 
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es ehe church and poor. Tabitha had the precious 
memorial of being a woman full of good works, 
'ON and alms-deeds, which ſbe did, Acts ix. 36. The 
dq apoſtle would have no one elteemed a true chriſ- 
OFtian widow, unleſs ſhe had been well reported of 

for good works ; if ſhe had lodeed ſtrangers ; if 
04 ſhe had toaſhed the ſaints feet ; if ſhe had re- 
uy lie ved the affiitied; if the had diligestly followed 
tq every good work, 1 Tim. v. 10, I remember 
ON that the virtuous daughter in the Proverbs, whole 
td Price was above rubies, had this ſpirit of charity 
oi and goodneſs, that ſhe ſtretched out her hand to 
ulq be poor, yea, foe reached forth her bands to the 
eal-yeedy, Prov. xxxi. 20. 


_ Fifth Leſſon. Of OBE DIENCE fo Parents. 


m 
the Y nature I find myſelf diſpoſed to love my 
ing parents, and to expreſs that love by re- 
it ] ipcct, and reverence, and ſubmiſſion, and obedi- 
8.] ence to them. I muſt blot out the law of nature 


b written in my heart, before I can be without this 
or 


natural affection: And the law of God is more 
rej expreſs, the very firſt commandment with pro- 
tly miſe, Honour thy father and mother; a law which 
ug} my bleſſed Saviour did repeat and reinforce, re- 

proving the Phariſees, that by their tradition they 
is | bad made this commandment of God of no effet?, 
ing Matt. xv. 4. This duty is enjoined as molt ac- 
ri ceptable to our heavenly Father: Children, obey 
ns] your parents in all things, fer this is well-pleaſing 
, af unto the Lord, Col. iii. 20. Diſobedience to pa- 
my rents was ſo high a crime among the Jews, that 
it was puniſhed by death itſelf ; the ſtubborn and | 
1 B 2 | | 


by 
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rebellious ſon, which would not obey the voice of 
father, or the voice of his mother , and who wh 
they had chaſtened him would not hearken to the 
he was to be laid hold on, and brought out, and th lis 
men of the city were to ſtone him with ſtones till bY co 
died, Deut. xxi. 18, Or, if this puniſhment wag gy} 
not inflicted by the magiſtrate, yet the provi for 
dence of God did execute ſome vengeance on of 
unnatural children; a curſe, and not a bleſſing} gr 
on them; ſome judgment or other on their heads, 10 
poverty, ſhame or ruin: Prev. xxx. 17. Thq he 
eye that mecketh at his father, and deſpiſeth id he 
obey bis mother, the ravens ef the valley ſhall pick ye 
it out, and the young eagles ſhall eat it. But a 
on the other ſide, happineſs and proſperity ſhal pr 
be the reward of dutiful children. The apoſtlq fo 
argues from this motive of the bleſſing of God] q, 
Epbeſ. vi. 1. Children obey your parents in th th 
Lord, for this is right : Honour thy father and ſta 
mother, which is the firſt commanament with prof ,, 
miſe, that it may be well with thee, and thog , 
mayeſt live long on the earth. I remember thq gu 
good example of Solomon upon his throne, ri/ing A 
up to meet his mother, and b:wing himſelf unto her] . 
and giving her the right hand, and granting ben R 
requeſt, 1 Kings ii. 19. And of a greater than he 
Solomon, Chriſt Jeſus himſelf ; who being in thq ,, 
fleſh, did pay all the duties of a child to Foſeph . 
and his mother, and went down with them, an 
was ſubj ect unto them, Luke ii. 51. 


Sixth Leſſon. Of PieTyY and REL1G10N, |! 


, LL the virtues and graces in our ſex arc 
indeed founded in nature, and approve 


» 
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by reaſon 3 but they muſt be all accompliſhed by 
religion, by a principle of conſcience, and in 
the fear of God; for without ſuch a ſenſe of re- 
ligion, all the duties before mentioned would be 
cold and formal: It is this muſt ſanctify every 


other ornament, as every ſacrifice was to be ſea- 


oned with ſalt. For without a religious frame 
of ſpirit, modeſty might grow into a baſhful in- 
firmity; meekneſs might ſink into weakneſs and 
lowneſs of ſpirit ; induſtry and diligence would 


1 be no better than ſordid drudgery; charity would 


be vain-glory ; and even obedience to parents 


7 would be nothing but ſelf-intereſt and deſign : 


All the advantages in the world are nothing to a 
profane and wicked woman ; beauty, or wit, or 
fortune, will but help the ſooner to betray her, if 


3 ſhe has not the fear of God before her eyes. In 
1 the Proverbs of Solomon, wiſdom and diſcretion, 


ſtand for piety and religion. Hence, Prov. xi. 22, 
as a jewel of gold in a ſwine's ſnout, ſo is a fair 
woman which is without diſcretion ; that is, with- 


| out piety, which gives the only true prudence; 


And therefore in the character of the virtuous 
woman, the excellent daughter, Prov. xxxi, 
Religion'is brought in to crown and complete all 
her other accompliſhments : Favour is deceitful, 


1 and beauty is vain, but a woman that feareth the 
Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 


Let me therefore accuſtom myſelf to all the 


' | exerciſes of godlineſs; to my private devotions 


night and morning; to the public prayers of 
the church, as often as opportunity will ſerve z 
to reading and hearing the holy ſcriptures, and 


B 3 
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other devotional and practical books; to attend- 
ing on ſermons and lectures, and hearkenin 


ing unto all holy and good converſation ; by]. 


delighting, in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual 
ſongs; by enquiring into the covenants and con- 
ditions of my baptiſm, and reſolving by God's 
grace to perform them; by deſiring to be con- 
firmed by the Biſhop; and intending, at my firſt 
years of diſcretion, to prepare for the holy facra- 
ment of our Lord's ſupper, and to receive it 
frequently with true repentance, and unfeigned 
faith, and fervent charity. 

Let me think on the devout Hannah, weeping, 
and praying, and vowing @ vow unto the Lord, 
1 Sam. i. 11. on good Elizabetb, who with her 


huſband was righteous before God, walking in all 
the commandments and ordinancesof the Lord blame- | 
leſs, Luke i. 6. on pious Anna, who departed not 
from the temple, but ſerved God with faſtings 


and prayers, night and day, Luke ii. 37. and 


above all, on Mary the ſiſter of Lazarus, who 
fat at Jeſus's feet, and heard his words; and while 
Martha was careful and troubled about many 
things, minded the one thing needful ; ſhe choſe 
that good part which cculd not be taken from ber, 
Luke x. 40. | 
Let me get the bleſſed habit and practice o 
religion, now in my tender. years, before I am 
too much engaged in the cares of the world, and 
the troubles of any other ſtate of life. The apoſtle 
ſcems ſo Far to pity the married woman, that ſhe 
nuſt care for the things of the world, how ſhe may 


pleaſe ber huſband ; but as for the virgin, he tak 
eth it for granted, that {ve careth for ihe things of | 


* a. a - 
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[| be Lord, that ſhe may be holy both in body and 
nth 1 Cor. vii. 34. 
then I muſt needs be an obedient and affectionate 
child, a loving and tender ſiſter, a kind and faith- 
niſtreſs of a family, and the joyful mother of 
Children. 


„ 


If I pay a conſcientious duty unto God, I ſhall 

bl % 21 diſcharge my duty in every other rela- 
| 

ful friend. Ir may grow up into a diſcreet young 

; . woman, and in God's good time I may be the 


tion. Let me be a religious good chriſtian, and 
fitter to be a chaſte and agreeable wife, a prudent 


| | TheThirty-firſt chapter of Proverbs eee 
1 in Engliſh verſe. 


| | By Mr Kenner, Fellow of C. C. C. Oxon, 


HAT curious ſearch may boaſt to find 
The wonder of the charming kind ? 
What rubies of the eaſtern ſhore 
Can match her virtue with their ſtore; 
Sppoing to th* accompliſh*d dame 
'T he precious luſtre of their flame ? 
Her ſpouſe with fearleſs heart relies 


On the ſafe conduct of her eyes; c 
Nor foreign ſpoils with danger buys: 

Greater at home, in peace to ſhare 

' Domeſtic trophies of the fair, c 
| Who with her life extends her care. 


The flax, or gentle fleece, is taught 


To take the image of her thought. 
| 
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As ſome gay veſſel that receives 
The tribute of remoteſt waves; 
Rich plenty in her freight prevails, 
And beauty ſits upon her ſails. 
Intent on early care, ſhe knows 
The bluſhing of the morning roſe ; 
Gives food to the laborious ſwain, 
And portions to the female train, 


Thoughtful of future time, and ſkilld 


In gen'rous thrift, the fruitful field 
She views, and pays the purchaſe down, 
Rais'd from her induſtry alone. 
With vines ſhe plants the willing ſoil; 
The vineyard proſpers by her toil 
The vintage ripens with her ſmile. 

Not folded in inglorious eaſe, 
Nor nicely ſet in form to pleaſe, 
Her arms the ufeful diſtaff ſeize. 

Her various ſhining thread may vie 
With Tyrian woofs, and princely dye: 
And when declining ſtars retire, 

Her faithful lamp maintains its fire, 

Ennobled by her high command, 
The ſpindle brightens in her hand : 
Yet if her welcome charge, the poor, 
Viſit her hoſpitable door, 

She lays th' unfiniſh*d taſk aſide, 
The ſacred tribute to divide. 

To raging winds, and ſearching ſnows, 
She dares her comely maids oppoſe; 
Who winter's ſtormy face behold, 
Wrapt up in ſcarlet from the cold. 
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Her bed of figur'd tapeſtry, 
er veſt of ſilk embroidery, 
o raiſe the purple's bravery. 
he web is of her growth, the bloom 
Of colours open'd in her loom. 
1 Her huſband, while the nation's voice 
| Confirms the wiſdom of his choice, 
Is by his ſplendor and his ſtate, 
Known at the court and in the gate; 
And, from the council] of his peers, 
Marks of diſtinguiſh*d honour bears. 
Soft linen which her clue ſupplies, 
In eaſtern courts have born the prize; 
And Perſia's wealthy merchants ſhine 
In girdles that her maidens twine. 
Her virtue clothes her with defence; 
Her pureſt robe is innocence : | 
This ſhe ſhall keep, and fafe from fears 
Shall triumph in ſucceeding years: 
While truths divine inſpire her ſong, 
And wiſdom dwells upon her tongue; 
In the ſweet charmer you may trace 
Thelaws of each endearing grace. 
Strictly her houſhold ſhe ſurveys, 
And notes their daily courſe, and weighs 
Their labour; and herſelf no leſs 
Diſdains the bread of idleneſs. 
Her ſons, of native worth poſſeſs'd, 
Riſe and proclaim their mother bleſs'd: 
Her ſpouſc's eloquence repays 
Her virtue with eternal praiſe. 
Thy lovely ſex with frequent claim 
Gives beauty to the rolls of fame; 
ut thy tranſcendent deeds outſhine,, 
The glories of the fairer line. 
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Colour and mien are vainly bright, 

And dazle with fallacious light ; 

Soon is the brittle ſhrine decay'd, 

The roſes and the lilies fade; 


A thouſand graces hourly fly, 
A thouſand charms untimely die. 


But piety and ſpotleſs truth, | i 
W hich flouriſh in immortal youth n 
Admir'd of all; the matron's face , K 


Adorn with more than virgin grace. xj 
Her works ſhall her memorial prove, 4. 
And kindle lateſt times with love. | 
As autumn beſt commends the ſpring. 15 
Wont on its fragrant head to bring | 
Ambroſial fruits, a golden dow'r; | 
The promiſe of the blooming flow'r: | 
= | Her praiſe is in her bounty ſhown, 
1 And her on hands have form'd her crown. 


* 


Morning Prayer for à virtuous daughter. 


My good and gracious heavenly Father, 
look down upon me thy child, and bleſs | 
me, even me, Omy Father! Order my ſteps, and 
direct my converſation right this following day: | 
Preſerve me from all dangers, and defend me from 
all temptations: Let me not run into any ſin, nor 
fall into any miſchief. Be thou, O God, my guide 
and my deliverer: Give me thy grace to improve 
| daily in knowledge, and wiſdom, and virtue, and | 
religion. Grant that I may flee all youthful luſts, 
all vanity, folly, and fin z and that I may grow 

up in the fear of thee, my God, and live always 


| 
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obedience to thy commandments. Send thy 

| Jefling upon my parents, relations, and friends. 

ö jo gracious unto the King, and toall in authority 
n 


der him; and to my particular governors and 
teachers. Bleſs this whole houfe and family 
| wherein I dwell. I commend myſelf, and all that 
| is dear to me, to thy protection. Lord, care for 
me, and love me, for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, 
who taught his diſciples thus to pray: E-; 
| Our Father, &c. FY 


Evening Prayer for the ſame daughter. 


1 


Praiſe thy name, O merciful Father, for pre- 

ſerving me this day paſt: O forgive me all 
the frailties and offences of my youth: Pardon 
all that I have done amiſs in thought, word, or 
deed, Give me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right ſpirit within me: Make me every day to 
grow wiſer and better; more ſenſible of my duty, 

and more diligent to perform it; that ſo I may 
er, | continue in thy grace, and improve in all manner 
eſs } of goodneſs, a true child of God, and a fure 
nd | inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. O! preſerve 
y: | me this night from all perils and tears! Into thy 
om | hands I commend mylelf, my ſoul and body: 
nor | Keep me as the apple of thine eye; hide me un- 
ide | der the ſhadow of thy wings. Let ſleep ſo refreſh. 
we | me, as to make me the more able and more wil- 
ind | ling to ſerve thee, and to do good the day follow- 
ſts, | ing, and all the days of my life. Defend and 
ow | proſper the King, and Church, and State. Bleſs 
ays | and keep my parents, relations, and all my good 
I friends. Hear me, for Feſus Chriſt's ſake, my 
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great Redeemer, who taught us all to pray i F 


SI 


Our Father, &c. 


| 
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A Prayer for one drawing gd her years of 
d. {ſcreti on, who has not been yet Baptiſed. 


Y good God, I am made ſenſible, that 
being born of chriſtian parents, I had a 
right to infant baptiſm ; the omiſſion of it was 
not owing to my fault, and I beſcech thee lay it 
not to my charge, and forgive it in thoſe who 
through 1gnorance or error did neglect it in my 
childhood. It is thy great mercy not to ſuffer 
me to die unbaptized, and ſo to have loſt the or- 
dinary means of ſalvation. Let me no longer 
run that great danger to my ſoul! O diſpoſe me 
and prepare me for the holy ſacrament of bap- 
tiſm, that I may be [OY admitted a member of 
Chriſt's church, and in covenant with thee, O 
God. Make me ſenſible of the terms and con- 
ditions of this holy covenant. Let me ſeriouſly 
promiſe, and faithfully perform them; that fo I 
may become a chriſtian not in name only, and 
outward profeſſion, but in deed and in truth, Jead- 


ing a godly, righteous, and ſober life: May my 


whole converſation be ſuch as becometh the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt; that ſo I may partake of the 
benefits of thy holy catholic church, and the 


communion of ſaints, the forgiveneſs of ſins, 


and, in thy time, everlaſting life. Amen. 
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